
Participant 

feedback thus far: 
 Jessica Hei: “For the 

last two years I have 

gone to Stock Show U 

grad programs and 

clinics and this one was 

one of the best. Being 

able to learn from a 

Sullivan professor is a 

truly amazing 

opportunity and I 

cannot thank you 

enough. 

   “Thank you for being 

so generous to all of 

us.” 
 

 Stetson Griffin: “I 

had a bunch of fun 

showing my steer and 

listening to what the 

judge told me I needed 

to improve on.” 
 

 Jacquelin Alvey: “I 

learned a lot about how 

to get my steer ready for 

fair. Also thank you for 

telling me when I was 

doing something wrong, 

like brushing my steer’s 

hair just straight instead 

of a 45 degree angle. 

    Thank you for 

encouraging me… and 

caring about 4-H and 

FFA members. I’m very 

grateful for what you 

do.”             More  

 

2014 Steer-Aid Clinic Teaches Youth 
ORDWAY, CO –Wess Richey of Indiana was the featured hands-on instructor for 

“Stock Show University,” a beef grooming school here. 

Southeast Colorado youth and their show calves all got a weekend education from 

“Stock Show U, which was part of WW Feed & Supply’s annual Steer-Aid Clinic. This year, 

4-H and FFA youth, parents and grandparents spent two 10-hour days at the Foxley 

Fairgrounds learning about feeding and nutrition, daily hair and animal care, show day 

grooming and showmanship.  

Richey, Sullivan Supply’s “professor” from Plymouth, IN, focused Saturday, June 7 

on daily care and clipping. “Every animal is different. Analyze your animal and clip TO the animal’s strengths,” 

he told the participants. 

Curtis Russell aided 

youth with their clipping, 

plus he highlighted beef 

nutrition and weighed all 

the steers to help the 

youth gauge progress. 

On Sunday, June 

8, Richey focused on 

show-day grooming. He 

demonstrated a step on 

one of the 4-H’ers 

animals. Participants 

returned to their own animal to duplicate the 

effort, with personalized instruction given. The 

hands-on system was repeated over and over, so 

by the end of the two-day clinic, the whole 

animal was clipped and groomed.  

On Sunday afternoon, following a lunch 

break of homemade burritos, the lessons shifted 

to showmanship. Russell, WW Feed & Supply 

owner, explained this showmanship contest had 

divisions based on years in the beef project, not 

on age of the exhibitor. Since it was skill-level 

based, the 

emphasis 

remained on 

learning. The 

youth and their 

animals 

immediately practiced their show ring 

proficiency in the contest, sponsored by Bent-

Prowers Cattle & Horse Growers Association. 

Judge Nikki Reid of Ordway donated 

her time in the ring Sunday afternoon. She 

reinforced Richey’s lessons, added in some oral 

questions and her experience, to select 

showmanship winners. Experienced showmen 

went first, so the inexperienced ones could 

watch and absorb more tips. Top winners, who 

earned monetary rewards from   



Highlights continued

Bent-Prowers Cattlemen, were:  

 Experienced skill level – Theresa Butler of Holly, first; Chad Russell of Sugar City, second; and Sam 

Rink of Lamar, third.  

 Intermediate skill level- Jessica Hei of Strasburg, first; Maggie Chase of 

McClave, second; and Stetson Griffin of Strasburg, third. 

 Novice skill level – Jakob Juul of Manzanola, first; Jacquelin Alvey of 

Fowler, second; and Angelina Downey of Lamar, third. 

The clinic was held at Ordway this year, with a smaller facility forcing 

a cap on participation numbers. The Russell family provided courtesy lunches. 

The weekend ended with a jackpot show, also judged by Reid. 

Participants paid a fee, with 100-percent payout. A brief shower caused the 

barn’s electricity to blink right just as Reid was ready to slap the champion. 

Maggie Chase (pic at right) won the jackpot prospect steer division, her 1215-pound market steer; and Jakob 

Juul won second and third overall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments cont.  

Kim Juul: “What a 

wonderful  

opportunity for 

families to get such 

personalized 

instruction. We 

learned a lot!   
             More  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our personalized, hands-on clinic was a great success because of your questions & enthusiasm. Congrats, kids! 

Comments cont.  

    “I tried to take notes 

but it's hard to catch 

every little tidbit. 

Sometimes those little 

tips are priceless.” 

 

 


